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Weinberger Enters Plea 
Of Not Guilty in Scandal 


By George Lardner Jr. 
and Walter Pincus 

Washington Post Staff Writers 

Former secretary of defense Cas- 
par W. Weinberger pleaded not 
guilty yesterday to charges of con- 
cealing from investigators notes he 
wrote at critical points during the 
Iran-contra scandal. 

Immediately after the arraign- 
ment, James J. Brosnahan, the new 
chief prosecutor in the case, denied 
publicly for the first time that any 
political motivations lay behind the 
timing of the new indictment 
against Weinberger. 

Filed Oct. 30, the indictment re- 
placed one of five charges lodged in 
tfie original June indictment. It was 
controversial because it was filed 
four days before the presidential 
election and contained the text of a 
l l 986 Weinberger note contradict- 
ing President Bush’s past state- 
ments about his knowledge of the 
Iran-contra affair. 

• Republicans led by Senate Minor- 
ity Leader Robert J. Dole (R-Kan.) 
Have accused independent counsel 
Lawrence E. Walsh of attempting to 
qpdermine Bush’s reelection pros- 
Ijects and focused their ire on Bros- 
nahan after learning he was a long- 
time Democrat who contributed 

* $500 earlier this year to Bill Clin- 
ton’s campaign. Senior partner of a 
Iprge San Francisco law firm whose 
members contributed another 
$22,000 to Clinton, Brosnahan did 
not join Walsh’s staff until Oct. 15. 

“This case has nothing to do with 
politics,” Brosnahan told reporters 
on the steps of U.S. District Court 
here. “It lias everything to do with 
government.” 

, Pressed by reporters about in- 
cluding the note about Bush in the 
new indictment, Brosnahan said, 
purely you must agree I did not put 


Mr. Bush into this matter.” Sources 
say Brosnahan helped write the in- 
dictment, but decisions about its 
contents largely had been made. 

The note about Bush and other 
notes Weinberger wrote about the 
affair as it unfolded in the highest 
circles of the Reagan administration 
were put into the indictment, Bros- 
nahan said, following complaints by 
Weinberger’s lawyers that the first 
indictment had no direct quotes. 

Brosnahan also implied that the 
new indictment might not have 
been filed until after the Nov. 3 
election if the court had granted a 
one-week extension for filing var- 
ious papers that he had requested in 
his first court appearance Oct. 22. 
Weinberger’s lawyers, he said, ob- 
jected to the delay. 

At the court hearing yesterday, 
the defense moved to strike the 
new charge, which accuses Wein- 
berger of lying to Congress at a 
June 1987 deposition. The defense 
argued that a five-year statute of 
limitations had run its course. 

The prosecution responded late 
yesterday that the new indictment 
“alleges no significant new facts” 
that were not contained in the orig- 
inal indictment. The count at issue 
was dismissed in September, but 
the prosecution said the law allows 
six months for revisions so long as 
no new facts are included. 

U.S. District Judge Thomas Hogan 
expressed concern that new subpoe- 
nas from the defense for government 
documents about sensitive intelli- 
gence material and operational plan- 
ning could lead to a delay of the trial, 
now set to start Jan. 5. 

Among the items requested by 
Weinberger’s lawyers is informa- 
tion about Pentagon plans to use 
force to rescue U.S. hostages held 
in Lebanon. Defense attorney Carl 
Rauh said this would include plans 
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as late as November 1986 “to show 
the U.S. was still involved in plan- 
ning such forceful efforts.” 

It was in November 1986 that 
the arms-for-hostages deals with 
Iran became public. The defense 
evidently is planning to use the se- 
cret details about forcible-rescue 
operations to contend that Weinber- 
ger was preoccupied with such con- 
tingency plans and thus explain 
Weinberger’s professed inattention 
to the arms-for-hostages efforts. 

Hogan said he was worried that 
wrangling over the declassification 
of such materials for use at trial 
could cause a delay. 

Rauh said Weinberger had been 
receiving “full cooperation” from the 
Pentagon in getting access to docu- 
ments until Oct. 13 when Walsh's 
office “directed [the Defense Depart- 
ment] not to cooperate with us any 
longer Our access to informa- 

tion has come to a screeching halt." 

Special prosecutor George C. Har- 
ris replied that Weinberger “was get- 
ting special access, just going 
through the files in contravention" of 
established Defense Department pol- 
icy, which calls for submission of in- 
formation in criminal cases to be fil- 
tered through government prosecu- 
tors. 
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